NDGLC Hires Field Representative
and Consultant
The North Dakota Grazing Lands Coalition (NDGLC) has contracted with Trisha Feiring to
serve as field representative/rangeland management specialist. Feiring ranches with
her husband and two daughters north of Beach and has been a NDGLC mentor since
2015. Her background includes training in holistic management, low stress livestock
handling, grazing management, soil health, conservation planning and conservation
economics.
As field representative, Feiring will serve as the first point of contact for technical grazing
questions, speak on behalf of NDGLC at workshops and tours, and help interested parties
develop grazing management systems and problem solve on their ranches. Feiring can be
reached at 701-872-5888.
Beckie Phillips will consult with the NDGLC to advance regenerative agriculture education
and outreach with an emphasis on holistic grazing management. Phillips has published
research in carbon and nitrogen cycles for wetland, forest, grassland and cropland
ecosystems in collaboration with local, national and international organizations. These
include the North Dakota Natural Resources Trust, US Forest Service, US EPA, UND,
NASA, University of Wollongong Australia and Landcare Research New Zealand. Phillips
represents Ecological Insights, a North Dakota nonprofit research and education
corporation and is adjunct faculty at UND, Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences and
Landcare Research. Phillips will work with Feiring on technical program planning,
development and monitoring protocols. Additional details are available at
https://www.ecologicalinsights.org/rebeccaphillips.
Support for these positions is being provided by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
and the North Dakota conservation community.

2019 Leopold Award Finalists to be Recognized
The 2019 North Dakota Leopold
Conservation Award finalists and recipient
will be recognized at the North Dakota
Association of Soil Conservation Districts’
Annual Convention on Nov. 24-26 at the
Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck. The award
presentation will be held during the
banquet the evening of Nov. 25, with a
5:30 p.m. social and the banquet starting
at 6:30 p.m. The 2019 finalists are Joe and Patty Breker of Havana in Sargent County, HJ
(Chip) and Ann Fischer of Rhame in Bowman County, and Gene and Christine Goven of
Turtle Lake in McLean County.

Leopold Award Summer Tour

Held at Wilson Farm
The Wilson Farm, recipient of the 2018 ND
Leopold Conservation Award, was featured
during the Leopold Conservation Award Tour on
Aug. 8. More than 50 participants attended the
tour at the Wilson Farm near Jamestown that
covered topics such as cover crops, no-till land
practices, nutrient and pest management,
diverse cropping systems and community
outreach. The tour was sponsored by REA
Hybrids, Agassiz, Crop Innovations, Martinson
Ag Risk Management, Peterson Farm Seed and
Wells Fargo.

Leopold Award VIP Dinner Held
A VIP dinner was held Aug. 8 to recognize the
ND Leopold Conservation Award partners,
sponsors, finalists and winners. Nearly 40
attendees came together in recognition of
conservation, land ethics and stewardship.
Partner organizations, including NDGLC, Sand
County Foundation, North Dakota Stockmen’s
Association, North Dakota Association of Soil
Conservation Districts and the North Dakota
Department of Agriculture, spoke about their
involvement in the award and why conservation
is important.

NDGLC Co-hosts
America's Grasslands Conference
The 2019 America’s Grasslands Conference,
co-hosted by NDGLC, was held Aug. 20-22
in Bismarck. NDGLC Executive Director
Dana Bohn and Chairman Chad Njos served
as co-chairs of the biennial conference.
NDGLC mentors Deanna and Cody Sand
served on the conference’s planning
committee.
NDGLC mentor Jed Rider spoke about
converting croplands to grasslands during
the opening plenary of the the conference,
and mentor Pete Kronberg was featured on a
panel focused on the opportunities on the prairie during the closing plenary. Conference
attendees were given the opportunity to tour the ranches of mentors Kenny Miller, Darrell
Oswald and Deanna and Cody Sand. Participants also attended a dinner and tour of the
Black Leg Ranch provided by mentor Jerry Doan. Breakout sessions throughout the
conference also featured mentors Pete Kronberg, Chad Njos, Kenny Miller, Kalie Rider
and Deanna Sand.

Mentor Workshop and Summer Tour Held at
Gartner Ranch

A mentor training workshop featuring Steve Campbell was
held at the Gartner Ranch Sept. 9-10. Campbell expanded
on the topics (grazing, genetics, etc.) he covered at the
NDGLC Winter Workshop in January.
On Sept. 11, about 60 people toured Lance Gartner's
grazing system and participated in Campbell's live cattle
demonstration and presentation on the importance of
genetics and minerals. The tour meal was sponsored by Dakota Community Bank and
featured Gartner's grass-fed beef.

Rancher Finds Profitability
in Creating Grasslands on Cropland
Courtesy of the Bismarck Tribune
Jed Rider grew up on an irrigated sugar beet farm, but
he always wanted to be a cowboy.
He and his family toiled for years on the irrigated farm
in northwest North Dakota, harvesting crops that didn’t
quite pay off in the end. Still harboring his cowboy
dream, Rider began reading about holistic
management, sustainable agriculture and grazing. He
wanted to run more cows than he could on his native
pastures near Alexander, and in 2008, he talked his father-in-law into letting him switch
400 acres of cropland back into grasslands. Read the full article.

Ranchers are 'True Heroes' of Grasslands
Conservation Leader Says
Courtesy of the Bismarck Tribune
Cattle and conservation haven’t always been natural
companions when it comes to how to manage
grasslands. Many conservation programs have sought
to keep cattle off the land, the thought being that cattle
would damage the ecosystem of pollinators and birds
and other species that rely on the grasslands. But the
philosophy of how to best care for grasslands and the
flora and fauna that call them home is changing. Read
the full article.

Cover Crop and Grazing Tour Held in Menoken
Crops, Covers and Cows, a cover crop and grazing tour, was held July 23 in Menoken.
Speakers included crop consultant Justin Zahradka, Morton County Soil District
Supervisor Aaron Steckler and Cover Crop Solutions founder Steve Groff. The event
included a complimentary meal sponsored by NDGLC, along with Burleigh County Soil
Conservation District, Morton County Soil Conservation District and North Dakota Natural
Resources Conservation Service.

Thistle War
By Rick Smith, Courtesy of South Dakota Grassland Coalition Newsletter
I define a weed as something I don't want or don't have use
for. A question could be, do my livestock have the same
opinion? All of our responses will be different depending on
the species of weed, the location of our operation, and the
livestock/wildlife species we care for. It becomes very
important to distinguish that all weeds are not of the same
cost or value to control, nor do they each exist, proliferate or
cause harm to the same degree or manner in a grassland
system. Therefore, it becomes very important to pick your
weed and pick your response accordingly.
Canada thistle, musk thistle or plumeless thistle in my
system are ones I truly would like to eliminate. At the same
time, I have other non-grass species that exist, probably
performing tasks that I don't fully appreciate.
Read the full article in the South Dakota Grassland Coalition
newsletter.

Mentor Network
NDGLC has established a grass rootsbased network of North Dakota grazing
land managers who have agreed to
provide guidance and council to
interested ranchers and agency
personnel on grassland management.
Learn more about NDGLC mentors.

Become a Member Today!
The mission of NDGLC is to promote the health and regeneration of North Dakota's
grasslands. Farmers and ranchers can become members of the NDGLC for annual dues
of $30. Members will receive newsletters plus email notifications of pertinent events,
legislation and other opportunities on a regular basis. Members may also attend field days
and other workshops at a discounted rate.
Join Now

Let NDGLC Share Your News!
Contact the NDGLC office for questions or information to be included in the next
newsletter.



NDGLC newsletters are sponsored by USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. All
programs and services of the NDGLC are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without
regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.

